Despite testimony and data, many legislators spent the session questioning whether a housing crisis even existed and chose to support
multiple policies that target our unhoused neighbors, while rejecting most funding for emergency housing options. They also voted down
most policies that would have strengthened tenants’ rights or included renters in property tax relief efforts.

HB 311: Require the refund of
rental application fees

SPONSOR Kelly Kortum (D)
HD-64, Gallatin

FMT POSITION Support
OUTCOME Passed

HB 311 requires landlords with five or
more rental units to reimburse rental
application fees to all applicants who
didn’t receive a lease offer.

HB 642: Revise civil liability laws

SPONSOR Greg Overstreet (R)
HD-88, Ravalli

FMT POSITION Oppose
OUTCOME Passed

HB 642 expands the definition of
public nuisance to target unhoused
community members - overriding
any current local laws - and allows a
municipality to establish a fine, up to
$500, each day someone is accused
of defying these laws.

HB 154: Establish a housing
fairness tax credit ¢

SPONSOR Jonathan Karlen (D)
HD-98, Missoula

FMT POSITION Support
OUTCOME Failed

HB 154 would have established the
housing fairness tax credit, including
targeted property tax relief for low-
income homeowners and renters.

¢ failed to pass a Senate committee
and is only scored for the House.

HB 208: Providing authority
for municipalities to control

unauthorized occupancy of

municipal property

SPONSOR Greg Overstreet (R)
HD-88, Ravalli

FMT POSITION Oppose
OUTCOME Passed

HB 208 expands the ability of local
municipalities to use civil penalties to

target unhoused community members.

HB 208 allows for HB 642.
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A Rep. Marshall resigned on March 3.
B Rep. Nelson took office on March 10.
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Despite testimony and data, many legislators spent the session questioning whether a housing crisis even existed and chose to support
multiple policies that target our unhoused neighbors, while rejecting most funding for emergency housing options. They also voted down
most policies that would have strengthened tenants’ rights or included renters in property tax relief efforts.

HB 311: Require the refund of
rental application fees

SPONSOR Kelly Kortum (D)
HD-64, Gallatin

FMT POSITION Support
OUTCOME Passed

HB 311 requires landlords with five or more
rental units to reimburse rental application fees
to all applicants who didn’t receive a lease offer.

HB 642: Revise civil liability laws

SPONSOR Greg Overstreet (R)
HD-88, Ravalli

FMT POSITION Oppose
OUTCOME Passed

HB 642 expands the definition of public
nuisance to target unhoused community
members - overriding any current local laws

- and allows a municipality to establish a fine,
up to $500, each day someone is accused of
defying these laws.

HB 208: Providing authority for
municipalities to control unauthorized
occupancy of municipal property

SPONSOR Greg Overstreet (R)
HD-88, Ravalli

FMT POSITION Oppose
OUTCOME Passed

HB 208 expands the ability of local
municipalities to use civil penalties to target
unhoused community members. HB 208
allows for HB 642.
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Key: Republican Democrat Y=Yes N=No E=Excused A=Absent (Not factored into score)
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SB 405: Provide additional funding for the Housing Montana Fund v

SPONSOR Dave Fern (D) SD-2, Flathead

FMT POSITION Support

OUTCOME Failed

SB 405 would have required the state transfer $50 million into the Housing Montana
Fund within 2 weeks of passing to support affordable housing developments across

the state.

¥ Only scored for the Senate..



