
CLIMATE
We were appalled by the legislature’s aggressive pushback against climate accountability, in clear defiance of the Held v. Montana 
decision last December. Lawmakers spent the session weakening the very tools meant to uphold our right to a ‘clean and healthful 
environment’, but did manage to coalesce around a few policies related to energy and consumption.

HB 285:  Generally revise  
Montana environmental policy act

SPONSOR  Brandon Ler (R)  
HD-33, Richland 
FMT POSITION  Oppose 
OUTCOME  Passed

HB 285 repeals language directing 
MEPA to prevent harm and removes the 
requirement that we should consider the 
long-term productivity and health of the 
land when considering the impacts of 
development or energy projects.
					   

HB 291:  Revise laws related  
to air quality standards

SPONSOR  Greg Oblander (R)  
HD-38, Yellowstone 
FMT POSITION  Oppose 
OUTCOME  Passed

HB 291 prohibits the state from 
regulating greenhouse gas emissions  
and other air pollutants, unless the federal 
government is doing it. Changes at the 
federal level will now jeopardize current 
and future actions to combat climate 
degradation. 
					   

HB 477:  Phase out polystyrene 
single use food containers  
(with exceptions)

SPONSOR  Marilyn Marler (D)  
HD-94, Missoula 
FMT POSITION  Support 
OUTCOME  Passed, Vetoed by Governor

HB 477 would have phased out the use 
of Styrofoam containers in food-related 
businesses in Montana. HB 477 was 
vetoed by Governor Greg Gianforte.
					   

SB 188:  Revising solar energy 
policy laws

SPONSOR  Christopher Pope (D)  
SD-33, Gallatin 
FMT POSITION  Support 
OUTCOME  Passed, Vetoed by Governor

SB 188 establishes the “Montana Solar 
Shares Act” to create a comprehensive, 
state-wide framework for shared solar 
energy facilities.
					   

SB 221:  Generally revise the Montana environmental policy act

SPONSOR  Wylie Galt (R) SD-39, Meagher      FMT POSITION  Oppose      OUTCOME  Passed

SB 221 will narrowly define ‘fossil fuel activity’ or ‘greenhouse gas emissions’, and erodes 
the power of MEPA to understand which extractive activities or private industry projects 
could cause harm to our environment.
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 ▲ Rep. Marshall resigned on March 3.    
 ■  Rep. Nelson took office on March 10. 
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We were appalled by the legislature’s aggressive pushback against climate accountability, in clear defiance of the Held v. Montana 
decision last December. Lawmakers spent the session weakening the very tools meant to uphold our right to a ‘clean and healthful 
environment’, but did manage to coalesce around a few policies related to energy and consumption.

HB 285:  Generally revise  
Montana environmental policy act

SPONSOR  Brandon Ler (R)  
HD-33, Richland 
FMT POSITION  Oppose 
OUTCOME  Passed

HB 285 repeals language directing 
MEPA to prevent harm and removes the 
requirement that we should consider the 
long-term productivity and health of the 
land when considering the impacts of 
development or energy projects.

					   

HB 291:  Revise laws related  
to air quality standards

SPONSOR  Greg Oblander (R)  
HD-38, Yellowstone 
FMT POSITION  Oppose     
OUTCOME  Passed

HB 291 prohibits the state from 
regulating greenhouse gas emissions 
and other air pollutants, unless the 
federal government is doing it. Changes 
at the federal level will now jeopardize 
current and future actions to combat 
climate degradation. 
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single use food containers (with 
exceptions)
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HD-94, Missoula     
MT POSITION  Support      
OUTCOME  Passed, Vetoed by Governor

HB 477 would have phased out the use 
of Styrofoam containers in food-related 
businesses in Montana. HB 477 was 
vetoed by Governor Greg Gianforte.
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SB 221:  Generally revise the  
Montana environmental policy act

SPONSOR  Wylie Galt (R)  
SD-39, Meagher       
FMT POSITION  Oppose 
OUTCOME  Passed

SB 221 will narrowly define ‘fossil fuel activity’ 
or ‘greenhouse gas emissions’, and erodes the 
power of MEPA to understand which extractive 
activities or private industry projects could 
cause harm to our environment.

SB 188:  Revising solar energy  
policy laws

SPONSOR  Christopher Pope (D)  
SD-33, Gallatin 
FMT POSITION  Support      
OUTCOME  Passed, Vetoed by Governor

SB 188 establishes the “Montana Solar 
Shares Act” to create a comprehensive, 
state-wide framework for shared solar 
energy facilities.


