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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTING SCORECARD

While a few legislators tried their best to pass legislation that would have made Montana
proactive in regard to climate, the vast majority of legislators decided to ignore their
constituents and pass bills that favor energy monopolies, attack climate justice, restrict
our say in local placement of oil and gas, and infringe upon our constitutional rights to
clean air and water.

SB 109 - Gerrymanders Public Service Commission districts
Sponsor: Keith Regier (R) SD 3 - Kalispell

Issue: Democracy & Environment

FMT Position: Oppose

SB 109 creates new districts for the Public Service Commission, the body tasked with
regulating Montana’s utility services (like NorthWestern Energy). SB 109’s districts split
Bozeman, Billings, Kalispell, Great Falls, and Missoula between districts, and carve out
clearly gerrymandered districts across the state.

HB 971 - Revise the Montana Environmental Policy Act to exclude the
requirement for projects to evaluate greenhouse gas impacts

Sponsor: Joshua Kassmier (R) HD 27 - Fort Benton
Issue: Climate Justice
FMT Position: Oppose

HB 971 undermines the protections of the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). It
would allow the state’s Department of Environmental Quality projects (which are required
to get permitting through MEPA for air pollution, mining, and more) to forgo MEPA rules
entirely if the Montana Supreme Court requires the DEQ to consider projects’ climate
change impacts on our Constitutional right to clean air and water.

HB 170 - Repeal State Energy Policy and goals

Sponsor: Steve Gunderson (R) HD 1 - Libby
Issue: Climate Justice
FMT Position: Oppose

The energy policy had over 25 different statements listed as energy goals, including
creating “new diversified energy development from all of Montana's abundant energy
resources.” Importantly, the policy specifically encouraged the legislative body to
consider not only economics, but also environmental, social, and long-term
consequences when developing energy-related legislation. This goal-oriented policy
was meant to guide legislation towards creating a lasting impact.

SB 228 - Prohibit local governments from banning petroleum fuels

Sponsor: Jason D Small (R) SD 21 - Busby
Issue: Climate Justice
FMT Position: Oppose

This bill prohibits local governments from having an active say in the construction,
placement, or impacts of petroleum or methane plants, pipelines, and other facilities.
This seriously limits our ability to make the choices that make sense for our
communities and protect our homes, rivers, and our children’s air quality.
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MONTANA SENATE VOTING SCORECARD

While a few legislators tried their best to pass legislation that would have made Montana
proactive in regard to climate, the vast majority of legislators decided to ignore their
constituents and pass bills that favor energy monopolies, attack climate justice, restrict
our say in local placement of oil and gas, and infringe upon our constitutional rights to
clean air and water.

SB 109 - Gerrymanders Public Service Commission districts

Sponsor: Keith Regier (R) SD 3 - Kalispell
Issue: Democracy & Environment
FMT Position: Oppose

SB 109 creates new districts for the Public Service Commission, the body tasked with
regulating Montana’s utility services (like NorthWestern Energy). SB 109’s districts split
Bozeman, Billings, Kalispell, Great Falls, and Missoula between districts, and carve out
clearly gerrymandered districts across the state.

HB 971 - Revise the Montana Environmental Policy Act to exclude the
requirement for projects to evaluate greenhouse gas impacts

Sponsor: Joshua Kassmier (R) HD 27 - Fort Benton
Issue: Climate Justice
FMT Position: Oppose

HB 971 undermines the protections of the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). It
would allow the state’s Department of Environmental Quality projects (which are required
to get permitting through MEPA for air pollution, mining, and more) to forgo MEPA rules
entirely if the Montana Supreme Court requires the DEQ to consider projects’ climate
change impacts on our Constitutional right to clean air and water.

HB 170 - Repeal State Energy Policy and goals

Sponsor: Steve Gunderson (R) HD 1 - Libby
Issue: Climate Justice
FMT Position: Oppose

The energy policy had over 25 different statements listed as energy goals, including
creating “new diversified energy development from all of Montana's abundant energy
resources.” Importantly, the policy specifically encouraged the legislative body to
consider not only economics, but also environmental, social, and long-term
consequences when developing energy-related legislation. This goal-oriented policy
was meant to guide legislation towards creating a lasting impact.

SB 228 - Prohibit local governments from banning petroleum fuels

Sponsor: Jason D Small (R) SD 21- Busby
Issue: Climate Justice
FMT Position: Oppose

This bill prohibits local governments from having an active say in the construction,
placement, or impacts of petroleum or methane plants, pipelines, and other facilities.
This seriously limits our ability to make the choices that make sense for our
communities and protect our homes, rivers, and our children’s air quality.
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